LIBERIA DEMOCRACY WATCH

SARR Conference, January 13-14, 2009

Monrovia, Liberia
Mano-River Region at Risk? - Post-Conflict Conversations Within & Across Borders
A States at Regional Risk (SARR) Conference

LDW & ICISconvened its first of twdSARR Conference on January 13 and 2009 in
Monrovia, Liberia, entittedManoRiver Region at Risk? Pasonflict Conversdions Within
and Across Borders .

This major international conference brought together over 20 government officials,
international scholarly experts, and key membersiwoil csociety from Liberia, Guinea, Sierra
Leone, and Senegal to consider tigks ofinstability inMano River basithrough aregional
perspective.

A highlight of the meeting was the participation of Her Excellency, Ellen Jolsidear,
President of Iberia, who emphasized the timeliness of collaborative p&aeping and
development efforts among countries in tManoRiver region.

She thanked the conference organizers and participants for coming together to address these
i ssues sayi ngofthis dnibreand wimgt wercanalmto insure the stability of this
region is of utmost importance to all afs.. . . | do hope that some of the important insights
[from this meeting] will be captured and shared with us in an appropriate way as we try to
devel op our own agenda. ¢

The conference marked a significant moment in the recent histories of Liberia, Guinea and
Sierra Leone. Since 1980, all three countries have been members bfaheRiver Union
(MRU), an association established in 1973 to fostenemic cooperation and trade among the
member states.Ilt was named for théManoRiver which begins in the Guinea highlands and
forms a border between Liberia and Sierra Leone.

However, decades of violent conflicts and the almost overwhelming task ofldetmthat
followed had prevented the MRU from fulfilling its original objectives. As President Jehnson



Sirleaf stated in her remarks, ORegional appr
is so much work to be done in the countries themselveaniove away from this long history of
underdevel opment €60

The two-day conversation was framed around four provocative target questions concerning
Liberia and other countries in the Mano River region. Participants received the questions in
advance and subtted brief position papers addressing one of the questions prior to the
conference. Four sessions resulted with four to six panelists in each.

Her Excellency Madam Ellen JohnsonSirleaf, President of Liberia

States at Regional Risk (SARR), Emory Univers ity & Liberia Democracy Watch
(LDW)

SARR West Afr i caihe®ano{Rieer Regienat Risk® - Post-Conflict
Conversations Within and Across Borders, 6 Jan



At this first SARR offite conference, the President of Liberia, Her Exaradly EllerSirleaf
Johnson, gave an overview of the current state of regional cooperation and stressed the need
for meetings such as this one to m®that agenda forward.

-
—

- Lo

- —~ \.‘\\4\-"""."\.
g A

(L-R: George Wah Williams, Participants at the conference)




SARRConference Organizers (L-R: George Wah Williams,Dr. Bruce Knauft and Michael
McGovern)



SARR Conference(L-R) George Wah Williams, Ambassadotdoe Sawyer



SARR Conference(L-R: Barward Johnson, Jebbeh J. Cole, LDW Staff)




